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IMPORTANT DATES TO  

REMEMBER 

Acting Principal Kim Wall 

Vice Principal Heather Kouwenberg 

Administrative Assistants 
Heidi Ayles and Janet Reid 

November 

11 Remembrance Day (School Closed) 

20 Picture Retake Day 

22 
P-6 Assessment & Evaluation Day 

(no classes P - 6 only) 

December 

4 Parent Teacher (5:30 - 7:30pm) 

5 PD Day - No Classes P-12 

5 Parent Teacher (12:30 - 2:30pm) 

22 Last Day of Classes 

Morning Arrival Reminder for Parents 

Mornings are very busy with teachers handling attendance and ele-

mentary teachers sorting out after school plans, etc.  In the upper 

grades, class instruction begins at the bell.   

Having students arrive late is very disruptive to classroom and 

school routines and we appreciate your efforts to ensure your child 

arrives to their classroom by the time the bell rings at 8:30 a.m.   

If a student arrives 15 minutes late every day of the week, this 

quickly adds up to 75 minutes; in elementary classrooms, this is 

equivalent to a daily mathematics block, and in grades 7-12, this 

time accumulates to more than one period! 

If your child must arrive late, they will need to sign in at the office 

upon arrival, prior to making their way to class.  Parents/

Guardians of elementary students are expected to bring their 

child(ren) to the office to fill out this information. 

Please note that if you do not use the Safe Arrival / Absence Re-

porting methods below to report your child’s absence or late arrival, 

you may receive a call from the automated system indicating they 

are still absent.  Late arrivals must be manually updated and may 

not be completed prior to the Safe Arrival callouts.  This is also true 

for messages left via voicemail or email.  Using the methods below, 

attendance will be adjusted automatically in a timely manner, and 

reduce the chance of errors being made. 

We appreciate your cooperation with this matter. 

You can report your child’s absence in advance using any of these 3 convenient methods: 

1. Using your mobile device, download and install the SchoolMessenger app from the Apple App Store or the 

Google Play Store (or from the links go.schoolmessenger.ca). The first time you use the app, select Sign Up to 

create your account. Select Attendance, then Report an Absence. 

2. Use the SafeArrival website, go.schoolmessenger.ca. The first time you use the website, select Sign Up to cre-

ate your account. Select  Attendance then Report an Absence. 

3. Call the toll-free number[1-833-578-0533] to report an absence using the automated phone system. 

These options are available 24 hours/day, 7 days a week.  Future absences can be reported at any time.   

Safe Arrival / Absence Reporting 

Student Fees 
Our Grades P-8 Supplies Fees help to offset the costs of supplies 
used by our students.  The fee amount is set at an amount that is 
believed to be affordable.  If these fees cause financial hardship 
please contact the principal.  Fees can be paid online through 
Schools Cash or by cash/check at the school office. There are still 
many families who have not paid this year’s fees yet.  Please note 
these fees are not optional and will remain attached to your child 
until paid or addressed.  Unpaid fees can affect your child’s eligibil-
ity to participate in extra-curricular activities including sports and     
school dances. 

Reminder: TRA is a Scent Aware 
School. Students should not be 
wearing, bringing and/or spraying 
any scented products at school. We 
have several students 
and staff who are 
highly reactive to 
these products. 
Please help us 
keep everyone 

https://go.schoolmessenger.ca/#/account/login


 

Weekly Recognition in P-6 

Winners from the Virtues draws in September 

and October:  
 

Kayden Cameron-Millett for Hard work 

Levi Shanks for Excellence 

Poppy Miller for Studiousness 

Nathan Cotter for Responsibility 

Aubree Angus for Kindness 

Clara Herbert-Harbottle for Excellence 

Jesse Scharf for Kindness 

Clara Graham for Helpfulness 

Rory Green for Respect 
 

Madeleine Mattausch for Kindness 

Begonia Alvarez Ortuzar for Perseverance 

Serenity Bowser for Caring 

Tristan Mattatall for Perseverance 

Everett Mattausch for Patience 

Marlee Feix for Excellence 

Ellora Bartlett for Excellence 

Talan Hayman for Helpfulness 

Gabby Barrett for Helpfulness 
 

Neve Green for helpfulness 

Levi shanks for Determination 

Eric Soeder for Commitment 

Rivers Pridham for Excellence 

Keagan Cameron for Kindness 

Paige Rushton for Excellence 

Ronan Scharf for Kindness 

Hailee Heighton for Kindness 
 

John Redmond for Kindness 

Stephanie McGowan for Kindness 

Poppy Miller for Kindness 

Georgia Allan for Kindness 

Paisley Russell for Kindness 

Mya Harley 

Lilly Allan for Participation 

What is SchoolCash Online? 

SchoolCash Online is an easy to use and safe 
way to pay for your children’s school fees. 

Key benefits 

• Receive email notifications of new fees or 

items available for purchase. 

• Check your account history and view and 

print receipts. 

• Pay for school fees anytime, anywhere, 

with a simple click, using the contactless 

solution. No need to send cash with your 

child! 

• Keep track of your child's school items and 

activity fees and manage all students in 

your household from one location. 

SchoolCash Online 

Attendance 
Regular attendance supports student success and achievement and is an expectation for all students at TRA. 
In Grades 10 – 12 loss of credit may occur if students miss 20% or more of a course. It is important that stu-
dents arrive to school punctually.  At the beginning of the day/class teachers typically review the schedule 
and plan for the day/class so students know what to expect. This sets up a successful day/class for 
all.  Students who arrive late miss this important information.  It is also disruptive and distracting to the class 
to have late arrivals midway through instruction. When students must be absent or late parents are expected 
to communicate this with the school as indicated in the provincial Student  Attendance and Engagement Poli-
cy.  

The Senior Girls Soccer team wrapped up their season on 
a high note, finishing strong after a fantastic fall cam-
paign.  While the Senior Boys Soccer team faced a tough 
loss in Shelburne, they still had an impressive season 
overall.  The Junior Boys and Girls Soccer teams had a fun 
and rewarding time this year, focusing on skill develop-
ment and teamwork.  The Golf team enjoyed beautiful fall 
weather, taking advantage of several perfect days on the 
course.  Senior and Junior Girls Volleyball are both under-
way, with the Senior Girls already notching some wins, 
and the Junior Girls playing their first game this week. 
Junior Boys Basketball has also kicked off, with tryouts 
wrapping up this week, while Senior Boys Basketball is 
ready for what promises to be an exciting season ahead!  
Sr. Boys Hockey is in full swing with their first full season 
underway; they have been working hard and facing some 
tough teams. The Sr. Girls Hockey is also starting up and 
had their first game last week and are enjoying being back 
on the ice!  

 

TRA Extracurriculars Update 



Volunteer Reading 

The volunteer reading program 
has started up again for a six 
week fall session. Students in the 
early grades have the opportuni-
ty to practice their reading skills 
one to one with community 
members. Volunteer readers pro-
vide literacy support and help 
foster a love of reading.  We 
meet every Wednesday morning 
from 8:30-9:30. 

Volunteers 

TRA appreciates the assistance of our many volunteers who help enhance the learning experience of our stu-

dents. There are many opportunities to volunteer at the school.   To become an approved volunteer, you must 

complete the volunteer package from CCRCE. This is a requirement to help with activities such as class trips, vol-

unteer reading, coaching, and more.  Your package must be renewed every three years. 

Remembrance Day Contests 

Canadian youth and children are invited to honor Canada’s Veterans and perpetuate 

remembrance through the National Youth Remembrance Contests.  There are poster 

contests at the Primary, Junior, Intermediate and Senior levels for students of Grade 

Primary to 12. The literary contests are open for students from Grade 4-12 in the Jun-

ior, Intermediate and Senior levels.  Students in Grade 7 – 9 are invited to participate 

in the video contest in the Intermediate and Senior levels.  Entries are judged by the 

local Branch of the Royal Canadian Legion. Winning entries at the local level move for-

ward to the Legion’s provincial level contests. Finalists at the provincial level are then are 

forwarded to the national Level. We encourage TRA students to enter these contest. Last 

year there were three winners from TRA at the provincial level.  Teachers have detailed infor-

mation about these contest opportunities. TRA entries are due on November 20th. 

Candid shots of sports teams, school events and more can now be submitted 

online directly to the Yearbook Committee through Jostens Photo Share. Simply 

fill out details explaining who is submitting the photographs, then tag the individu-

als in the photo to help us organize all of your favorite pictures.  

Thank you for helping us capture all of the fun events that our TRA students from 

Pre-primary to grade 12 take part in all schoolyear long. 

Family Cafe 

 When: Nov. 25th 6pm-7pm Where: TRA Cafeteria 

 Who: Parents/Caregivers of Grade 5-9 students What: info session, with tea, coffee,  

  snacks and door prizes 

Babysitting: If you require free babysitting, please email our school counsellor at 

ozolinstl@ccrce.ca before November 18th as there are limited spaces. 

 

Topic: Surf Smart 

Surf Smart presentations were created for parents and caregivers of pre-teens and young teens just get-

ting started with using smart phones and social media. These sessions will provide attendees with information 

about how to encourage positive mental health outcomes for youth navigating the world of social media. 

The Surf Smart program developed out of a Pictou County Mental Health Roundtable discussion about issues 

impacting the mental health of youth in local communities, and is based on extensive research by leading experts 

in the field. 

Attendees can expect information and statistics about the mental health impacts of social media us and misuse 

on adolescents, tips for engaging youth in healthier relationships with technology, and opportunity for discussion, 

as well as access to print and digital resources to help support you and the kids you love on this journey. 



On Oct. 31 the breakfast table was decorated for Halloween and featured fruit skewers.  Students had a lot of fun with the 

dress up themes during School Spirit week, such as “Anything but a Backpack”  Day. 

TRA Buddy Bench 

The Grade 3 students in Ms Laking's class, have been busy planning and painting a special Buddy Bench for our 
playground.  This project was the brainchild of Mrs. White, and was generously funded by our School Advisory 
Council.  Mr Fraser's high school students designed and constructed the bench, and numerous other students have 
sanded and added their own magical touches.  In the words of these TRA artists, a Buddy Bench is...."A bench that 
you sit on if you are looking for a friend." "If someone sees you on a Buddy Bench,  you should invite them to play." 
"A buddy bench is a place where you sit when you have no one to play with, don't just sit there if you are tired." "A 
place where we are kind to everyone." 

This legacy project is in honour of our dear Mr. Barrett.  We're very thankful for everyone who has collaborated on 
its creation, and hope it inspires friendship and connection. 

Cell Phones 

Our new Cell Phone policy has had a positive impact on 

our students’ achievement.  For urgent information your 

child requires while in school, please call the school office 

at 902-657-6235.  Please do not attempt to contact your 

child via their cell phone during the school day, as this 

may result in your child losing their phone for the day.   

Students who bring their cell phones to school are re-

minded to ensure their phone is turned off and out of 

sight.  Any student found on site with their cell phone, will 

have their phone kept in the office for the remainder of 

the day, including during lunch.  If your child uses their 

phone for purchasing items at off site at local businesses 

during lunch, they will need to have an alternate form of 

payment while their phone is being held in the office. 

School Lunch Program 

The new provincial pay what you can school 

lunch program is up and running at TRA and our 

cafeteria staff have been making delicious and 

healthy meals for our students! 

The two-week menu can be viewed at https://

ccrce.nslunch.ca.  The next ordering window will 

open at 12:00am on November 15th, to place 

orders for the two week period from November 

24th to December 7th.  Please remember that no 

orders can placed once the ordering 

window closes. 

If you are having trouble setting 

up your account or ordering 

lunches, please call the school 

office for assistance. 


